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Welcome to the Active and In Touch Newsletter for 
            Volunteers and Members. 
Active and In Touch Frome | Service Manager | 
07539795261 | manager@activeandintouch.org | 
Frome Town Hall, Christchurch St West, Frome,  
Somerset BA11 1EB 
Working hours: Monday, Tuesday 8.30am – 5.30pm,  

If outside these hours please e-mail: 
enquiries@activeandintouch.org 
 

A Tribute to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II (1926 – 2022) from Active and In Touch.  
 

The death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II came as a shock to many of us, despite the fact our rational minds 
told us that at the age of 96, and having of late increasingly cancelled, postponed or had a member of the Royal 
Family stand in for her at public events and occasions, she was becoming frailer.  Still, we thought she would go 
on for ever.  
 
Worldwide, there were increasingly fewer and fewer people who could 
remember a time when she was not Queen, although some members of 
Active and In Touch will, no doubt, recall her father George VI. This will mean 
them also remembering Princess Elizabeth as a young girl, alongside her 
sister, Princess Margaret, her wartime service in the ATS, engagement and 
marriage to Prince Philip, their wedding in November 1947, the birth of Prince 
Charles and Princess Anne prior to her accession to the throne and 
subsequent Coronation in 1953.  A friend, Theresa Reynolds, now in her early 
80s, who has lived in Frome all her life, shared her memories of going to the 
cinema and seeing pictures of and scenes from the life of the Royal Family on 
Pathé News.  She was very excited to see the Coronation live on a small 9 inch 
television screen in black and white.  Some time after the Coronation, all Frome school children were taken to the 
Gaumont Cinema (on the site of the Westway Cinema in Cork Street) to see it in colour on the big screen, which 
she thought was amazing.  She also remembers Elizabeth II being brought to Frome Station to get on a train for an 

onward journey.     
  

Tributes to her late Majesty have come from all corners 
of the globe – from reigning monarchs, members of her 
immediate and extended family, heads of state, 
politicians, the armed services, the Health Service, 
education service, religious faiths, entertainment 
profession, sportsmen and women, and above all from 
“ordinary” people who have met her.  Those who have 
felt moved to this have one thing in common; their 
respect for her and their profound thanks for her years of 
service to the country and the Commonwealth.  She had 
increasingly become the symbol of a unifying presence at 
times of difficulty.   Remember her television appearance 

during the Pandemic when she made a passing reference to World War II stating “We’ll meet again”?  All those 
years later, she was still fulfilling the promise she had made with such youthful fervour and conviction on her 21st 
birthday in 1947, when she shared that her whole life, “whether it be long or short shall be devoted to your 
service”.  
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During her record-breaking reign of 70 years and 214 days, Queen Elizabeth II, whilst remaining politically neutral, 
gave wise counsel to her 14 Prime Ministers, from Winston Churchill to Boris 
Johnson.  She appointed her 15th PM and third female PM,  Liz Truss on 6th 
September, two days before her death.  Throughout their terms of Office she 
helped them in many periods of uncertainty, danger, doubt, concern, 
perplexity and confusion, as well as sharing happier times.  Thus she has been 
present throughout such occasions as the Suez Crisis, the Falklands Conflict, 
banking crises, rising inflation, the three day week, industrial unrest, the 
Common Market entry and Brexit, Covid…. All this on top of, as in all families, 
times when there were personal and relationship problems.    
 

In more recent years, the Queen perhaps relaxed, and revealed more of her 
sense of humour.  We saw her being parachuted in to the Jubilee Celebrations 

having first talked to James Bond, upon his arrival at the Palace.  This was followed by her tea with Paddington 
Bear, when we discovered at least one of the items she kept in her famous and iconic black Launer handbag – 
specifically a  marmalade sandwich.   
 

A number of commentators have, over the years, referred to Elizabeth II rarely smiling.  The photo overleaf belies 
this, showing as it does, that she and her son are clearly united in delight, as affirmed by their contagious and 
beaming smiles.  This is a wonderful way not only to remember her late Majesty but also to view our new king, 
Charles III.  If you have any memories of meeting the late Queen or our new King which you would like to share 
with fellow Active and In Touch volunteers and members, please send them to patriciabaker4@outlook.com for 
publication in next month’s Newsletter. We would really love to hear from you.   
  

 

Are you a Crafty Person? 
If so, you may be interested in joining the Tea, Cake and Craft Group which begins on Thursday 6th Octber, from 
10:30 – 12:30 p.m. in St Catharine’s Parish Hall, 4 Park Road, Frome BA11 1EU.   This is the first meeting for all 

interested in making things – crochet, clay work, 
embroidery, 
sewing etc – 
in the 
company of 
others whilst 
enjoying tea, 
coffee and 
cake.  What’s 
not to like?!  
All are 
welcome, so 
please bring 
along a 
friend, if you 
wish.  

Further meetings will take place on the first Thursday of every month.  
If you are interested in coming to these sessions, please contact Jessie at 
parishsynod@gmail.com     

 

***  A CHANGE FOR YOURY DIARY ***  A CHANGE FOR YOUR DIARY  ***    
Please note that the date for the Annual General Meeting has been changed.  It was originally scheduled for 
Monday 4th September, but will now take place on Monday 17th October at 5:00 p.m.   
 

***  A CHANGE FOR YOURY DIARY ***  A CHANGE FOR YOUR DIARY  ***   
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